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One Another
One Greek word is sprinkled throughout the New Testament and glues together the
verses that make up Jesus’ words and the apostles instructions. Allelon (pronounced al-lay-lone) is
not a specific “something” that we are told to do. It is who we are told to do many things to, for and
with. Its constant use in the New Testament reveals to us the building blocks of Christian community.

Rev. Linda Zastovnik
Pastor for Faith Formation

One hundred times, we are told how to specifically focus on one another in The New Testament. The
word allelon means that when one person does one of these directives to another person, that person
should do it back to that person. We need to recognize how thoroughly interconnected we are to one
another.

Here are some of the things that we are told to do:
Accept (or welcome) one another (Romans 15:7)
Admonish one another (Romans 15:14; Colossians 3:16)
Be at peace with one another (Mark 9:50)
Be devoted to one another in love (Romans 12:10)
Bear (or carry) one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2)
Bear (or be tolerant) with one another (Colossians 3:13)
Be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32)
Be patient with one another (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13)
Be likeminded towards one another (Romans 15:5)
Care (or have equal concern) for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25)
Clothe yourselves with humility towards one another (1 Peter 5:5)
Comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
Confess your faults (sins) to one another (James 5:16)
Consider one another better than yourselves (Philippians 2:3)
Employ the gifts that God has given us for the benefit of one another (1 Peter 4:10)
Encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18 and 5:11)
Exhort one another (Hebrews 3:13)
Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13)
Greet one another with a holy kiss (Romans 16:16; 2 Corinthians 13:12)
Honor (be devoted to, be kind to) one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10)
In humility consider one another better than yourselves (Philippians 2:3)
Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16)
Look to the interests of one another (Philippians 2:4)
Love one another (John 13:34 and at least 15 other times)
Pray for one another (James 5:16)
Serve one another (Galatians 5:13)
Show (offer) hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9)
Speak the truth in love to one another (Ephesians 4:25)
Submit to one another (Ephesians 5:21)
Teach one another (Colossians 3:16)
Wash one another’s feet (John 13:14)
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As we began this new year, our Staff Parish Relations
Committee restructured the church staff at Davidson
United Methodist Church (DUMC) to align with our
mission statement, “We will be the body of Christ in our
community through worship, education, fellowship, and
service.” All ministries focused on education have been
brought together in order that we can integrate our
individual ministries into Lifelong Faith Formation.
We are working together, loving one another, and
learning from one another. What has grown from this
concept has created a stronger and more excited
group of leaders who are striving to embrace allelon.
Matthew 7:12 says, “So in everything, do to others
what you would have them do to you, for this sums up
the Law and the Prophets.” Allelon puts this verse into
action. Attention to the one another models a lifestyle
that focuses on others. Do this and watch what
happens; Jesus’ church will become the “spotless and
shining” bride of Revelation 19:8.
We hope you are excited about this vision and
recognize how important you are to all of us at DUMC.
May the Holy Spirit guide us as we focus on allelon.

Linda

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs to God.
Colossians 3:16
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Sunday Mornings at DUMC
8:00 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary.
Holy Communion served every Sunday.
Childcare available for children ages infant to 4 years old.
9:30 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary (videotaped and live streamed).
Holy Communion served first and third Sunday.
Childcare available for children ages infant to 4 years old.
Sunday School:
First Look: Ages 2 - 4
252 Kids: Grades K - 5.
Godly Play: Grades K - 5.
Youth: Grades 6 - 12.
Adult Classes - see page 18.
(For more information regarding our Sunday school classes
and where they meet, locate the Sunday Morning Class
Schedule, updated quarterly.)
11:00 a.m.
Worship in Sanctuary.
Holy Communion served first and third Sunday.
Childcare available for children ages infant to 4 years old.
Godly Play: Grades K - 5.

Entering In

The main role of the Welcome Center, located opposite the center doors to the
Sanctuary, is to welcome and orient newcomers to DUMC. Volunteers greet guests
warmly and offer introductory information about our church, such as service times and
the location of restrooms, the nursery, Sunday school classes etc. Volunteers may
also offer to escort guests to their destination, if needed. Newcomers are offered a
welcome packet and free coffee coupons and are invited to provide contact
information. The Welcome Center is also a drop-off location for lost and found items;
these are subsequently taken to the Church Office.
The Connect Center, located near the front doors of the church, is a place where volunteers can answer questions of guests and
members about more specific information about a church ministry. There are also brochures available about ministries and church
events. Volunteers can offer suggestions and recommendations about the Sunday school classes or volunteering in the local
community with our partner agencies. They can tell you more about the new membership classes, or the specifics about the
operations of a ministry. Ask any question you like at the Connect Center; if Director of Involvement, Charlotte Thomas, doesn’t have
the answer, she will get it for you.
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What is Orange?
Orange is a strategy.
Orange is about equipping the church to partner with parents.
Orange is a curriculum.
Orange is personal.
Orange is what happens when we combine the light of Christ (yellow) with the love of your home (red). We believe 2
combined influences make a greater impact than just two individual influences. "Think Orange" is a strategy that combines
child development and theology for every phase of a kid's life to influence their faith from birth through graduation and
beyond.
We believe how we love and teach kids, teenagers, and families is important. The theme, "It's Personal," reminds us that
names matter. We want to really know your kids, your teenagers, and your young adults. Orange helps us at DUMC to be
more intentional about partnering with parents.
The Orange strategy emphasizes a relational approach to ministry. We seek consistent adult leaders to engage kids and
teenagers every week. When you put a trusted adult (beside a parent) in the life of a child or teenager, you provide an
additional voice reinforcing core values.
Although God's story remains the same, every age group understands and responds to the Good News in their own way.
A sixth grader has different spiritual, emotional, physical, and mental needs than a high school senior. Biblical truth needs
to be presented in a way that is personally relevant if you want it to stick.
A church has only about 40 hours of potential influence with kids each year. The average parent or guardian has 3,000
hours of potential influence! All Orange curriculum includes tangible cues parents can use at strategic times throughout the
week to reinforce what kids have learned at church on Sunday.
And so we are combining the family with the faith community in order to demonstrate the message of God's story to
influence the next generation. Through our new ministries we will be partnering with parents and families in order to
strengthen faith communication in your family - in the home and on the road.
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We Belong To One Another:
All those seeking faith in Jesus Christ are disciples. From the very beginning of Christianity, disciples formed small groups to
grow in faith. Within Davidson United Methodist Church, all small groups are connected to a specific area of ministry. Those
seeking Christian education and spiritual formation belong within the Education ministries. You belong with us. We are here to
assist you in every way.
Small Groups:
We offer a variety of small group studies. Some small groups meet on Sunday mornings around the church. Some small groups meet
at other times, some meet in homes, and some meet during the school year only. We want to help connect you with a class or small
group where you will belong.
Leaders:
As we help to promote awareness of all of our groups and studies, we will advocate for you. We ask you do the same. Help us to know
what you are studying and when you are taking breaks from meeting. As a leader, there are always situations that can get stressful or
questions that you may not be able to answer; Pastor Linda can help, anytime.
Resources:
For those small groups that use curriculum, we have a resource room on site and at the Western North Carolina Conference office in
Huntersville. The Resource Room at DUMC is in Room 207 (Alexander Education Building). Please check out materials.
WNCC Resource Center (wnccumc.org/resourcecenter/) - they welcome you to visit anytime. If you wish to check out a resource,
contact Sherry Carpenter. When you are finished, we will be happy to return it for you.
Theology: What We Believe
God - God, who is one, is revealed in 3 distinct persons.
Jesus - We believe in the mystery of salvation through Jesus Christ. God became human in Jesus of Nazareth; and his life, death, and
resurrection demonstrates God's redeeming love.
The Holy Spirit - The Holy Spirit is God's present activity in our midst. When we sense God's leading, God's challenge, or God's
support or comfort, it is the Holy Spirit at work.
Human Beings - Genesis 1:27 asserts that we've been made in the image of the Creator. Like God, we have the capacity to love and
care, to communicate, and to create.
The Church - The Church is the body of Christ, an extension of Christ’s life and ministry in the world today.
The Bible - We believe that the Bible is God’s Word and is the primary authority for our faith and practice.
God’s Reign - The kingdom or reign of God is both a present reality and future hope.

For John Wesley, there was no religion but social religion, no holiness but social holiness. In other
words, faith always includes a social dimension. One cannot be a solitary Christian.
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Becoming United Methodist
A person becomes a professing member when they have been baptized and publicly profess the vows of the baptismal covenant,
affirming their faith in God and their desire to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ. They commit to a life of service in and through the
local congregation (Book of Discipline, ¶217).
Our understanding of what it means to be a member is deeply rooted in our Methodist heritage. John Wesley was clear that
Christianity is a social religion, and that our growth in holiness of heart and life is deeply dependent on being in face-to-face
community with others who are watching over us (and we over them) in love it is in the context of these face-to-face relationships
that we experience what it means to be the body of Christ in the world.
For United Methodists, membership requires active participation in a local congregation. The vows of professing membership thus
include promises to faithfully participate through prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness in connection with a local
congregation.
Throughout our life, as we pray, study the Scriptures, worship and share in fellowship with other Christians, we deepen our
knowledge of and love for God. As we respond with compassion to human need and work for justice in our communities, we
strengthen our capacity to love our neighbors. We confess and repent of our sins, ways in which we fall short of God’s way. In this
way, our inner thoughts and motives, as well as our outer actions and behavior, are aligned with God’s will and testify to our union
with God.
Our theological task uses Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason to align our beliefs with the gospel. Together we study,
dialogue, and discern in order to grow in a mature faith.

Sacraments
The United Methodist Church recognizes two sacraments in which Christ himself participated: baptism and the Lord's Supper.
Persons of any age (infants, children, youth, and adults) may be baptized and participate in Holy Communion.

Baptism marks the beginning of our lifelong journey as disciples of Jesus Christ.
Through baptism, we are joined with the Triune God, the whole of Christ’s Church, and
our local congregation. The water and the work of the Holy Spirit in baptism conveys
God’s saving grace, the forgiveness of our sins, and new life in Jesus Christ. United
Methodists baptize in a variety of ways—immersion, pouring, or sprinkling. A person
receives the sacrament of baptism only once in his or her life. (Ephesians 4:5).
The Lord’s Supper is another name for the Eucharist, or Holy Communion. During
worship, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving, and through receiving the bread
and cup—which the Spirit makes for us the body and blood of Christ—celebrating the
Lord’s Supper together nourishes and sustains us in our journey as disciples of Jesus
Christ. As we pray together and receive the body and blood of Christ together, we are
united with Christ, with one another, and in ministry to all the world. All who love Christ,
earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another are invited to
join us in offering our prayer of thanksgiving and receive the body and blood of Christ—
regardless of age or church membership. We serve the elements of the Lord’s Supper
several ways, but always include both bread and cup.The Lord's Supper is to be
celebrated and received regularly—John Wesley said, “as often as [one] can.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Childcare & Preschool
Tabitha Lindsay
Associate Director of Children &
Family Ministries
tlindsay@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

Shaun Jayne
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Childcare Coordinator
sjayne@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

“Touching the Lives of Children with God’s Love”
While children are always welcome
to attend worship services, we also
offer childcare. You can drop your
children off with us and feel
confident in knowing that they are
receiving the best care.
Our classrooms are assigned by
ages. We have rooms for infants,
crawlers, young walkers, toddlers
and for ages 2 - 4 years old. Should
we need to reach you for any
reason, we’ll contact you via text.
We have observation windows in all
classrooms for you to peek in and
check on your child.

Our childcare rooms are staffed by
paid childcare workers. We have 2
childcare workers in every
classroom to be compliant with our
Safe Sanctuary policy. Also, our
childcare workers have been
background-checked and are
current with CPR & First Aid
certifications, Safe Sanctuary
training, and with receiving their
Tdap vaccine (whooping cough).
We look forward to loving your child
with the love of Christ.

Heather Smith
Director of Dramatic Arts
hsmith@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

Children of any age are always welcome to
attend any of our worship services in the
Sanctuary with their family.
Childcare is offered on Sunday mornings
from 8:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m.
for children ages 4 and under.

Childcare is also offered upon request for any
scheduled events at the church during the week.
The cutoff age for childcare is grade 5. We
request 2 weeks prior notice.

All childcare staff and volunteers have been
background-checked, CPR and First Aid
certified, and as of August 1, 2019, required to
have an up-to-date Tdap immunization.
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Preschool Classes: 2 - 4 Years Old
Our preschool curriculum is part of the
Orange curriculum and is called First Look,
which emphasizes:
God made me
God loves me
Jesus wants to be my friend forever
This core message is taught each week
through interactive lessons, take-home
activities, music, games, and a short DVD.
The lessons are led and assisted by 2
trained adult volunteers. We divide our
classes (also called “small groups”) into the
2 year old, 3 year old, and 4 year old
classes.

CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY
CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY

Elementary Classes: K - 5
Children in elementary school have 2 exciting choices at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday mornings at DUMC; 252 Kids and Godly Play. Godly Play is also
offered at 10:50 a.m.

Grades K - 5

Children in Kindergarten and Grade 1 who are attending 252 Kids are to
check in on the ground level just inside the breezeway. 252 Kids will begin in
Room G-1. Kindergarten pick up will be from G-1 and Grade 1 pick up will
be from Room G-2.
Children in Grades 2 - 5 who are attending 252 Kids are to check in by
Room 204 upstairs. 252 Kids will begin in Room 204. Grades 2 - 3 will be
picked up from Room 206/208. Grades 4 - 5 pick up will be from Room 210.
We emphasize 3 biblical goals:
Making wiser choices
Building stronger relationships
Developing a deeper faith
These goals are taught each week through small group activities such
as games, take-home activities, video, group discussions, and through
GodsWay Theater which uses drama, music, and puppets. All leaders
are background-checked and trained volunteers.
*252 Kids gets its name from Luke 2:52: And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Christian education and faith formation begin at
birth. Newborns feel love and comfort the minute
they come into the world. Our Children’s Ministry
emphasizes loving and protecting our children from
the time they are born. We want them to feel loved
by the people they meet at church so when they are
older, they will associate that feeling with the love
and comfort of God.

Bible Retreat: Nov. 8 - 10, 2019
In the fall of 2019, all kids in Grades 4 and 5 are invited
on a weekend retreat called "Bible Adventure."
We will be going to the Foothills campus of Camp Tekoa
and will spend 2 days and 2 nights learning how to use
their Bibles. This will be an interactive and fun way for the
children to start falling in love with the word of God.
We will present Bibles to all children in Grades 4 and 5
who have not previously received a Bible.

Ways to Serve in the Children’s Ministry
at DUMC
We know you have something to offer. Everyone does.
Do you like to smile and welcome people?
Do you have photography skills?
How about getting to personally know a small group of
children or serving as a mentor or small group leader?
Godly Play
We need you, we welcome you.
Godly Play is structured on the flow of a worship service: pray and
praise, listen to the Bible story (The Message), respond to the Bible story Connect with our Children's Ministry Team Menita
Mercuri and Tabitha Lindsay.
through play or creation, actively participate in a “feast,” and receive a
blessing before leaving the church building.
Godly Play is a Montessori-type Christian education class. We offer
Godly Play for elementary children.
The 9:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m. Godly Play classes will meet in Room 122
until further notice.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

CHILDREN'S MUSIC

Virginia Herrick
Director of Children's Music
vherrick@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

We provide a place for kids ages 3 - Grade 5 to have
fun singing and sharing God's love while learning
age-appropriate spiritual and musical concepts.

SINGING CHOIRS
Cherub & Sunshine Choirs
Ages 3 - 5 & not yet in Kindergarten.
Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:15 p.m.
The Cherub and Sunshine singing choirs participate in worship at
least once every other month and for special events, like Wonderful
Wednesday Dinners and Christmas in Davidson.

RINGING CHOIRS
Rainbow Ringers
Grades 1 - 2
Monday, 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.
The Rainbow Ringers is open to all new ringers and those
with no prior music reading experience. This chime choir
will teach rhythm and note-reading basics. They will ring in
worship at least once every other month, including special
services, such as Christmas Eve and Palm Sunday.
Praise Ringers
Grades 3 - 5
Monday, 4:00 - 4:45 p.m.
The Praise Ringers is open to ringers with at least 1 year
of ringing experience. This handbell choir will continue
learning how to read music, how to be worship leaders
through music, and improve their musicality as they play.
They ring at least once a month, and also for special
services, such as Christmas Eve and Palm Sunday.

Joy Choir
Kindergarten & Grade 1.
Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:15 p.m.
The Joy Choir requires no previous musical experience. Students
will learn worship and music-reading basics, and will participate in
worship at least once a month. They will also sing for special
events and services, like Christmas in Davidson and Palm Sunday.
Wesley Choir
Grades 2 - 5
Wednesday, 5:30 - 6:15 p.m.
The Wesley Choir builds on previous choir basics, but prior
participation is not required. Students will learn about leading
worship as musicians, will continue to learn to read music, and will
participate in worship at least once a month. They will also sing for
special events and services, like Christmas in Davidson, Christmas
Eve, and Palm Sunday.

·Lights! Camera! Action!
Interested in theatre?
Various dramatic opportunities await your involvement, such
as during the Easter and Christmas season, during
GodsWay Theatre, and various dinner theatres, worship
sketches, and anything else that may arise which needs a
dramatic flair. Contact Heather Smith.
10

CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY
CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY

Parent Pop-In
Wednesdays 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
(during Children’s Choirs)
Simple Refreshments Available
Childcare available beginning at 5:35 p.m.

GEMS
GEMS, or Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior, invites girls
into a living, dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ. In this
club, girls in Grades 1 - 5 are welcomed into a vibrant
community of peers and mentors who genuinely care about
them. GEMS is an exciting and safe environment for girls to
learn about Jesus through Bible knowledge, faith-based
curriculum, and real life situations and stories. Girls learn how
to apply the Bible to their everyday life and challenges,
participate in service projects, and make meaningful
relationships with their peers and mentors.
GEMS meets every other Sunday afternoon during the school
year (September - April) in the Fellowship Hall. For more
information and registration, please contact Melanie Chrencik,
GEMS Coordinator at mellie_mel2007@yahoo.com.

Come hang out with other parents.
Meet new friends. Catch up with others.

GodsWay Theatre
During the 9:30 Sunday School hour and FX, children
witness the Bible lesson come to life in a variety of ways,
with the help of actors, puppets, music, and/or video clips.
With GodsWay Theatre, learning is an enjoyable event for
all! All adults and teenagers who enjoy drama are invited
to join in the fun. Contact Heather Smith for more
information.

Scouts
Cub Scout Pack 58, Boy Scout Troop 58, and Girl Troop 58 are
chartered by the Lion’s Club in Davidson. The local churches
support these groups by giving them spaces in which to meet.
Davidson United Methodist Church, under the direction of Rev. Ellen
Johnson and Heather Smith, lead classes in the 5 religious
award programs sponsored by P.R.A.Y. (Programs of Religious
Activities with Youth): Jesus & Me (K - 1), God & Me (2 - 3), God &
Family (4 - 5), God & Church (6 - 8), and God & Life (9 - 12) are
offered. Contact Heather Smith for more information concerning the
scouting program and the religious award classes.

On Bended Knee Puppet Ministry
This group of energetic adults and youth rehearse
weekly throughout the school year. They perform
monthly for GodsWay Theatre as well as for various
programs throughout the church and community.
Requirement: a desire to teach God’s Word dramatically
using puppets. Training is available. Contact Heather
Smith for more information.

VBS – Vacation Bible School
Each summer, children, teens, and adults are invited to participate and/or help lead children
during an educational, energetic, and fun week learning more about being a follower of Jesus
Christ. Vacation Bible School 2020 will be held in June. Registration occurs early spring.
Contact or see Menita Mercuri or Tabitha Lindsay for more information.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
Grades 6 - 12
Brack Ballard
Director of Youth Ministry
bballard@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

Allison Sample
Youth Program Coordinator
asample@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

Students in Grades 6 - 12 gather to focus on the
truth of God's word and the grace we have
received through Jesus Christ. We are a people
who believe that all of life is all for Jesus. We
worship as a community through music, games,
teaching, discussion, and prayer.

Sunday School
Sundays, 9:30 -10:30 a.m.
Chapel / Molly McKay House

Youth Group
Sunday evenings are designed to help Grades 6 - 12 students grow their
faith as well as give them a place to learn from each other and form
authentic relationships. Each week, we create a high energy atmosphere
and develop students through interactive games, worship, mentoring,
discussion groups, and relevant teachings crafted to guide them through
the challenges of their everyday lives.

Sunday School
Brack and Allison guide students through a
Scripture-based series that allows students
to explore relevant topics. Lessons include
both large group and small group
discussions that encourage students to
enrich their understanding of the Bible and
grow in their Christian faith.

Youth Group
Sundays, 5:30 -7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Confirmation
Orientation: Nov. 17, 2019
12:00 - 12:45 p.m.
Kickoff: January 5, 2020
1:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Classes: January - May,
Sunday at 11:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Sunday
May 31, 2020 at 9:30 or 11:00 a.m.
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Confirmation
Confirmation is an opportunity to respond to the grace of God available to
us, as acknowledged in baptism, to promise to live as a person of faith.
Classes at DUMC are for students in Grades 8 - 12. Through relationships,
stories, Scriptures, and many questions about faith, students will grow in
understanding of God, personal faith, and church membership. Classes
begin in January. This year, classes are offered on Sunday morning and
evening (attend one).
Confirmation Sunday is May 31, 2020 during the 9:30 or 11:00 a.m.
worship service. For more information, contact Brack Ballard.

YOUTH MUSIC
Rev. Kevin Turner
Pastor of Music & Worship
kturner@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

Youth Music
We offer a place for students in Grades 6 - 12 to begin to
understand their creative & artistic gifts as tools for discipleship.
Our Middle School Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings
from 5:30 - 6:45 p.m, and the High School Choir rehearses on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
Our Middle School Handbell Choir rehearses at 5:00 - 6:15 p.m.
on Monday evenings and the High School Handbell choir
rehearses at 4:15 - 5:30 p.m. on Monday evenings.

So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another.
Romans 12:5

At DUMC we are dedicated to creating an
authentic environment for students to connect
with God in a real and powerful way.

ABC'S
Students in Grades 6 -12 are invited to lead in worship by
being an Acolyte, Bible Bearer, or Crucifer. The procession
proclaims Jesus Christ is Lord. The cross proclaims that his
death reconciled all of humanity to God. The Acolytes
proclaim that Jesus is the light of the world and the 2 natures
of Jesus: fully human, fully divine. The Bible Bearer
proclaims Jesus Christ is the Word of God (John 1).
Why do we process?
Processing behind the cross is an ancient Christian
practice. Long before that, though, the People of God were
marching in procession. The People of Israel processed up to
the temple, chanting Psalms as they went. With a
procession, we are gathering for worship from outside, from
our daily lives and community. We are approaching God,
through Christ, therefore the cross goes before us. As we
leave, we are being sent back out into the world, with the
cross leading the way. We are under the cross of Christ, and
we follow the cross of Christ into the presence of God, and
into the world.
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COLLEGE MINISTRY
Brack Ballard
Director of Youth Ministry
bballard@davidsonumc.or
g
704-892-8277
Haley Jobe
Davidson College Ministry
Intern
hajobe@davidson.edu
214-725-1401

DUMC College Students
College is one of the most formational seasons in a young person’s life.
Through our Campus and College Ministries, we are able to remain
connected to our college students. You can support our students by
providing meals, participating in events on campus, adopting college
students, and, most importantly, by praying for our students and all
those connected to college campuses.

Davidson College Students
Ways to Volunteer
FEED: Provide dessert and a healthy snack option for Wesley's
weekly fellowship. Sign up online.
PRAY: Offer up prayers for our Davidson College students, faculty,
and staff.
SERVE: Join the College Campus Ministry Council and help plan
events such as a welcome back lunch, Christmas celebration,
gatherings at athletic events, and other activities throughout the
year.

ADOPT - A - WILDCAT
Help us connect Davidson Wesley students
with our DUMC congregation. Fill out an
application (link on website) and you will be
matched with a student. Invite your student
to sit with you at worship or over to your
home for a meal during the semester. Feel
free to offer your Wildcat words of
encouragement or drop by campus for
coffee! We're excited to help our Wesley
students connect with our church family.
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Davidson College Campus Ministry Council
Our Campus Ministry Council is a team of Davidson students, staff, faculty,
alumni, and those who have a passion for supporting college students. We
seek to build bridges between Davidson United Methodist Church and
Davidson College. We are co-led by Cindy Turner (Davidson College
Alumna) and Haley Jobe (Davidson College Student).
The Campus Ministry Council purpose is to form lasting relationships with our
Wesley students and equip them to be servant leaders in our community and
world.

FAMILY
MINISTRY
Parenting
through
the Phases
It’s just a phase, don’t miss it!
Parenting does not come with instructions! The folks at ORANGE have put
great thought into the phases children experience while growing up and the
phases of parenting as well. Come ready for fun conversations with other
parents on being intentional about certain things along the way. Three
sessions from which to choose! Each session limited to 35 participants.
Register on the website.
Sunday mornings at 10:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
September 15 – October 20, 2019
Lunch with families in the Fellowship Hall October 20 at 12:15 p.m.
Sunday mornings at 10:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
October 13 – November 17, 2019
Lunch with families in the Chapel November 17 at 12:15 p.m.
Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Bi-weekly, September 8 – November, 2019
Dinner with families in the Chapel November 17 at 7:00 p.m.

FAMILY MINISTRY
Menita Mercuri
Director of Children
& Family Ministries
mmercuri@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277
Heather Smith
Director of Dramatic Arts
hsmith@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277
Susan Cavasinni
Administrative Assistant to
Children & Family Ministries
scavasinni@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

Family Mission Trip
July 19 – 24, 2020
A weeklong mission trip for all ages. Hinton Center’s Mission Outreach
Program focuses on serving Clay and Cherokee counties in North Carolina,
as well as Towns County in Georgia. Projects may include building
wheelchair ramps, porches, and steps; underpinning mobile homes;
painting; repairing floors; and helping with yard work. At Hinton Center, we
are encouraged to build relationships with our neighbors. Through hands on
work and building relationships, we will grow in our understanding of
Appalachian culture and rural poverty.
Intentional time is provided for learning more about and reflecting on God’s
calling to a life of service, as well as time for our group to build relationships
with one another. While at Hinton there will be time to play, relax, and pray.
Meals and lodging are provided.
Cost: $160 per person.
Registration and first payment due no later than November 15, 2019.
Register on the website. 36 spaces are available.
We look forward to serving as a church family!

There are 936 weeks in the life of a child from
birth to 18. When you count the weeks you have
left with your kids, you stand a better chance of
making each week count.

Parenting is hard. Let us help.
Time goes by...one marble at a time.
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FAMILY MINISTRY

Children's Faith Milestones
Children and youth learn about faith first at home, second at church. The
intent of these milestone events is for children and parents to learn
together and continue faith conversations at home. The Milestone list is
not a checklist, but a roadmap for each child’s faith journey.

Children learn differently.
Not all milestones apply to every child,
or they may vary due to age or
development.
Children may participate in the milestone
for their age level or any that are beneath
their age level.

This is his commandment, that we should
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and
love one another,
just as he has commanded us.
1 John 3:23
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Preschool Prayer: 3 & 4 year old and their parent(s).
Sunday, November 3, 2019 OR Sunday, March 15 with Menita Mercuri
9:30 – 10:30 a.m. (Preschool classroom).
Worship 101: Sanctuary & Symbols (children)
with Rev. Kevin Turner.
Worship 201: Parenting in the Pew (parents)
with Rev. Linda Zastovnik.
Kindergarten & first graders, and their parent(s).
Sunday, October 13 OR March 29, 12:15 – 1:30 p.m.
(Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary)
Sacraments: Second & third graders and their parent(s).
Sunday March 15 OR March 29 with Rev. Alexis Coleman
10:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Chapel)
Bible Retreat: Fourth graders.
with Rev. Linda Zastovnik & Tabitha Lindsay.
Friday, November 8 – Sunday, November 10, 2019. (Tekoa Foothills.)
Created by God (Human Sexuality Seminar).
Fourth & fifth graders and their parent(s).
Friday & Saturday, January 24 & 25 OR
February 21 & 22 with Menita Mercuri & certified leaders
Parent session on Friday evening and joint Session Saturday afternoon

FAMILY MINISTRY

A monthly Family eXperience for kids in Kindergarten – Grade 5 and
their parents that compliments the Sunday morning Orange Kids
curriculum. Come ready for a lively, interactive hour connecting what
children learn on Sunday morning with parents.
Once a month, Sunday evenings from 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
September 15, October 13, November 10, December 15, January 12,
February 9, March 8, April 4, May 3.

The Parent Cue App helps parents follow
along with what their children are learning in
First Look (Preschool classes) or Orange
Kids (Elementary classes).
The app also gives cues during the week for
parents to use as they go about daily life and
reinforce the weekly lesson. The app can also
serve as a count down as a positive way to
remind us that each week matters.

Special Blessings
The Special Blessings Ministry was created to support children with
exceptional needs and their families within the life of the church. For
details, contact Menita Mercuri.

Buddy Teams
Youth and adults volunteer to shadow a child or teen with exceptional
needs during class or camp. If you have a child or teen with
exceptional needs and would like to talk about possibly having a
buddy team created OR if you would like to serve on a buddy team,
contact Menita Mercuri.

Ryan’s Bridge
A non-profit serving young adults with intellectual/developmental
disabilities. A caring environment for personal growth, vocational
experiences, community connections and relationships.
Ryan’s Bridge typically meets Monday – Thursday from 9:00 a.m. –
12:30 p.m. at the Molly Mckay House. Contact Kelly Richards
(jkrichards4@gmail.com).

Sib Shops
A wellness, recreational program for school-aged children who have a
sibling with a developmental disability or chronic medical condition.
Meets on Monday evenings from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. at the Congregational
Care House.
September 16, October 21, November 18, January 13, February 10,
March 23, April 20, May 18.
Contact Kelley Slaggert (sibshopslkn@gmail.com).

Married People
"Take a Step Closer" is the 2020 theme for a six-week
study for couples. The Married People strategy for
churches focuses on couples having serious fun together,
loving and respecting one another, loving God first, and
practicing their promise. Connect with others while
learning more about communicating with one another.
Register on the website.
Sunday mornings at 10:50 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
January 5 – February 23, & February 16, 2020
Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
January 26, February 2 & 23, March 1, 15, & 22, 2020
Date Night ~ February 14, 2020
Retreat ~ March 13 - 15, 2020 at Montreat
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ADULT MINISTRY
Rev. Linda Zastovnik
Pastor for Faith Formation
lzastovnik@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277
Sherry Carpenter
Administrative Assistant for Faith
Formation &
Congregational Care Ministries
scarpenter@davidsonumc.org
704-892-8277

All classes welcome walk-ins anytime. For suggestions regarding
which class to visit, contact Rev. Linda Zastovnik.

Sunday Morning Classes
Bill Hight
A class of mostly senior adults that uses the International Bible Study
series. Led by a teacher; attracts those looking for solid Bible study,
becoming more intergenerational.

Logos
Participants are generally 40+. Using formats such as video and
sacred/contemporary/fictional writing, the curriculum varies around
biblical, topical, and personal growth studies. This is a discussion driven
class for those looking to mature in their Christian discipleship.

Adult Bible Study
A class of adults over 55 that focuses on the Scriptures, with class
discussion and teaching through video.

Shalom
This class addresses a broad range of topics, usually relating to social
justice, interfaith dialogue, and emerging perspectives in the Christian
faith.

Navigators
May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus.
Romans 15:5

Adults over 45 utilize a wide range of materials, including books of the
Bible, social issues, and anything that deepens the member’s Christian
thought.

Faith in Action
This small group of parents with teens focuses on a common interest in
building Christian relations, healthy marriages, and Christ-centered
families. Studies are topical and typically for 6 - 8 weeks. The group
also participates in mission projects and social activities.

Life Application
This group of adults over 50 focuses on incorporating DUMC’s mission
statement into our daily lives using community and fellowship, overseas
and local missions, and Bible and spiritual study.
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ADULT MINISTRY
Sunday Morning Classes
Disciple Bible Study has been the most significant Bible Study
offered in the past 30 years. If you have never taken it, now’s the
time. If you took it long ago, consider taking it again. Every time
you commit to a long-term Bible Study, your life will be
transformed. Would you like to deepen your journey into
discipleship?

“Everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
John 13:34

If so, join your brothers and sisters in a community group from
Davidson United Methodist Church and Davidson College
Presbyterian Church for a 25-week study. Childcare is always
available, but advance registration is required.
Led by Rev. Linda Zastovnik (DUMC) & Rev. John Ryan (DCPC)

Led by Rev. Linda Zastovnik and Friends
Offered Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
January – May 2020

Rev. Linda Zastovnik & Rev. John Ryan
Capernaum, Israel

When: Tuesday nights from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m.
beginning September 10, 2019
Where: Congregational Care House
Cost: $32
Class Meetings:
2019: 9/10, 9/17, 9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/15, 10/22, 10/29, 11/5,
11/12, 11/19, 12/3, 12/10
2020: 1/7, 1/14, 1/21, 1/28, 2/4, 2/11, 2/18, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17, 3/24,
3/31, 4/7, 4/14, 4/21

Each class is a stand-alone class;
come to one or come to all.
Each topic ranges from 1 - 3 weeks.
Getting to Know the Bible
How the Church Began
The Story of Methodism
The Trinity
Jesus
Amazing Grace
Saved by Grace: Significance of the Crucifixion
Living as a Disciple
I Believe

19

ADULT MINISTRY
Book Studies

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.
Galatians 6:2

Men’s Study: Go Fish
Led by Justin Arnall and Tom Hemstreet
Dates: Thursdays, beginning September 12 for
seven weeks.
Cost: $5
People love to tell stories of their fishing
adventures. When it comes to faith, however,
most people clam up. Why is it we can’t talk
about what God has done in our lives as
naturally as we can spin fishing tales?
We will become equipped with tools that will
help you make sharing your faith a natural part
of your life.

DUMC Women Book Experience
2019-2020
Online Discussions with a Quarterly Gathering
“Sensible Shoes” series by Sharon Garlough Brown
These books talk about the life journeys of Hannah, Meg, Mara, and Charissa as they grow in “friendship, spiritual truths, and a
deeper life with God.” These women start out as 4 strangers who connect on a level they could never imagine before. Read the
books only or add the study guides, if you want to go deeper. The study guides have a 5-day-a-week focus with reflective
questions, Bible readings, and prayer. Participate in the online discussion and then join everyone at the quarterly Gatherings in
order to complete the experience! Registration online – study guides optional. All books will be available to be picked up at the
Beginning Gathering.

Beginning Gathering
Sunday, Oct. 6, 2019
12:15 - 2:00 p.m.
Pick up books and prepare for the journey.
Sensible Shoes
Read October – December, 2019
Gathering is Saturday, January 4, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Led by Rev. Linda Zastovnik
Two Steps Forward
Read January – March, 2020
Gathering is Saturday, April 4, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Led by Laurie Randolph
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Barefoot
Read June - August, 2020
Gathering is Saturday, August 29, 2020 from
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Led by Dawne Kakitsis
An Extra Mile
Read September – November 2020
Gathering is Saturday, November 21, 2020 from
9:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Making Sense of the Bible
Sundays at 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
9/15, 9/22, 9/29, (NOT 10/6), 10/13, 10/20, 10/27, 11/3,
11/10, 11/17
Led by Chuck Sherrill
Cost: $10
9/15
9/22
9/29
10/13
10/20
10/27
11/3
11/10
11/17

Introduction & receive books
Old Testament
New Testament
Science and Religion
Chuck Sherrill
Violence and Suffering
Christianity and Other Religions
Women
Homosexuality
Revelation & End Times

Peace One Day
International Day of Peace
20th Anniversary

ADULT MINISTRY
Book Studies

Confess your sins to one another,
and pray for one another.
James 5:16

SEPTEMBER 21
10:00 a.m.
seating is limited

Jeremy Gilley founded Peace One Day in 1999 to establish an annual Peace Day. In 2001, member
states of the United Nations unanimously resolved to make September 21 the first ever annual day of
global ceasefire, and non-violence.
It’s been 20 years since one man’s dream became a reality. Ever since, Peace One Day continues to
encourage organizations and individuals to reduce violence at home, in the workplace, at school, in our
communities, and towards our environment. DUMC is presenting a viewing of the documentary, Peace
One Day, on Sept. 21, 2019 - International Peace Day.
Join us at 10:00 a.m. at Our Town Cinemas in Davidson. There will be a $5 charge per person at the
door. Reservations in advance are required as seating is limited. Please go to davidsonumc.org to
register, or call the church office at 704-892-8277.
For Adult Ministry Leaders
All class leaders and teachers are invited to attend our leadership lunch meetings.
Contact Sherry Carpenter to reserve your seat.
September 22, 2019: Lunch meeting will be 12:30 - 2:30 in the Chapel.
January 26, 2020: Lunch meeting 12:15 – 2:30 p.m. in the Chapel.
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ADULT MINISTRY

And let us consider how to provoke
one another to love and good
deeds, not neglecting to meet
together.
Hebrews 10:24-25

Women’s Fall Retreat
Led by Rev. Linda Zastovnik & Friends
November 1 - 3, 2019
Cost: $195 (shared room);
$275 (single room)
Catholic Conference Center
Hickory, NC

Women’s Spring Retreat
Led by Rev. Linda Zastovnik & Friends
March 20 - 22, 2020
Cost: $195 (shared room);
$275 (single room)
Catholic Conference Center
Hickory, NC

Weekly Small Groups

Centering Prayer
Monday 9:00 a.m.

Film & Spirituality
Tuesday 10:00 a.m.
Fourth Tuesday

Seekers
Wednesday 10:00 a.m.

Sisters
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Companions in Christ
Thursday 9:30 a.m.
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This online course offered through United Methodist Communications is
designed for new United Methodists and anyone wanting to learn more about
what it means to be a United Methodist. The course includes 4 modules that
contain many interactive features. Each module takes approximately 1 hour to
complete. If you have any questions during the study, contact Rev. Linda
Zastovnik.
Cost: Free
Find the link on our website or google "What it Means to be United Methodist
Training."
What it Means to be United Methodist is an open enrollment course; students
can register for this class at any time. Students will have access to the online
course for three months starting from the day of registration.

ADULT MINISTRY

And may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one
another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you.
1 Thessalonians 3:12

Holy Land Pilgrimage
February 25 - March 6, 2020
Interested in joining us in 2021?
Contact Rev. Linda Zastovnik
You can find more information, along with videos of
those who went, on our church website (Ministries,
Adult Faith Formation, Holy Land)

Coming in 2020
Online Bible Study

Book Study
Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus

Live Nativity: December 5 - 7, 2019
Encounter Roman soldiers patrolling the outskirts of
Bethlehem. Pass by shops managed by costumed shopkeepers
displaying foods and wares, all typical of 2,000 years ago. Talk
with the innkeeper, watch a carpenter at work, and smell
frankincense and myrrh. Behind the inn you can rest upon a
straw bale and view a stable complete with Mary, Joseph, baby
Jesus, shepherds, wise men, and townspeople. Dramas, dances,
soloists, and Scripture readings will enhance the scene. Nearby
is a pen of live animals including a camel and donkey that are
watched over by shepherds who have come to town in search of
the Christ Child. Hot chocolate can be enjoyed by all in front of
the Live Nativity throughout each evening. Help bring the
Christmas story to life! 200+ people are needed to fill all
positions. Contact Heather Smith.

Bible Studies for All
Spring/Fall
12 Ordinary Men
12 Extraordinary Women

Retreats & Classes
Celebration of Discipline
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Nancy Cork
Preschool Director
ncork@davidsonumc.org

DUMC Weekday Preschool

DUMC’s Weekday Preschool program is designed to give each child the foundation needed to be successful not only in school,
but also in life. We provide an environment rich in opportunities to explore, create, and learn through play. We allow children to
make choices for themselves and to try new experiences. We know the importance of allowing children to learn and grow at their
own rate. We also offer various teaching methods to accommodate individual learning styles. We are blessed to have a staff of
experienced, nurturing, and gifted teachers who consider teaching preschoolers their calling. The talents and experience of our
teachers enable them to create a Christian environment where all children feel safe and loved.

Gail Spach
Librarian
gspach@davidsonumc.org

DUMC Library
The library contains over 9000 brand new and classic items including books, audio books, music CDs, and DVDs in a range of
categories: The Arts, Bible Study, Biography, Fiction, History, Methodism, Parenting, Personal and Spiritual Growth, and Social
Justice. Children’s books include fiction, non-fiction, religious, and junior concerns. The library also supports the United Methodist
Women’s Reading Program, which encourages spiritual growth and critical thinking about current issues.
The library is located on the ground floor of the church along with the staff offices. It is open Sundays 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. and
Monday - Friday during regular Church Office hours. Members of DUMC and the church's Weekday Preschool may check out
items for a period of 2 weeks. Reserve items by contacting librarian, Gail Spach, who can also assist with research and locating
resources.

Books of the United Methodist Church
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The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church leaves no doubt as to the “priesthood of all believers.”
Paragraph 134 in the Book of Discipline states, “The United Methodist tradition has recognized that laypersons as well as ordained
persons are gifted and called by God to lead the Church.” Below are listed the age level councils nominated by the Nominations
Committee and elected at Charge Conference. Each of you are essential. In partnership with your pastors and church staff, you are
an advocate for the laity and ministries at Davidson UMC.

Councils

Adult Council
Dawne Kakitsis, Tom Hemstreet,
Laurie Randolph, Scott Salvage,
Debbie Foster, Nancy Tarte,
Julie Slaby, Justin Arnall, Grey Shutt

Chairperson: Kristy Temple

Family Council
Matt & Mandy McGee,
Cheryl Mahoney, Kris Viruso,
Elizabeth Kovacs, Mark Degan,
Lee Steinour , Erin McAdams,
Debbie Shutt, Susan Cavasinni,
Heather Smith

Chairperson: Kathy Westbrook
Campus Ministry Council
Tim Chartier, Caroline Chinery, Sally Fredricks,
Rebecca True, Laura Auberry, Kim Dyson

Chairpersons: Cindy Turner & Haley Jobe
Children’s Council
Chairperson: TBD
Raymond Holmberg, Stephanie Mack, Jennifer Petrosky,
Julie Slaby, Jenny Owenby, Jamie Hughes

Not pictured: Danny Pezet

Cover photo
Jason Burdette currently serves as chair on the
Board of Trustees; Gail serves on the Nominations
Committee; Eleanor is active in Youth Ministry and
Vivian is active in Children's Ministry
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Appendix
DUMC Safe Sanctuary Training - On Campus
Must be active for 6 months +
All volunteers and paid employees must undergo background checks every three years.
Background forms must include references – past churches best then professional.
Two unrelated adults in each classroom – third if two are related – always ask a parent to stand in the doorway until the second person arrives or ask
them to wait outside the room/house – do not accept children in the room if you are the only adult (high school graduate is considered to be an adult)
Teens must be at least five years older than the children with whom they are working.
All children up through fifth grade are to be escorted to and from by a designated adult – youth are asked to always travel in threes or twos.
If you encounter discipline issues – leaders/teachers make one effort to resolve without embarrassing with a witness present. After this contact Menita
Mercuri and she will speak with the parent to see how we can help the child and the class get more out of the situation.
Bathroom Use – for younger children leave the door propped open and only enter if asked by the child (and then let a witness know that your help has
been requested). Try to leave the “paper work” up to the child – if they need assistance with zipping or buttoning, have them step out of the bathroom
into the classroom.
For the older children – leave the hallway bathroom door slightly propped open, have no more than two in the bathroom at a time and do not have
multiple ages in the bathroom together.
Do not ask youth assistants to assist children in the bathroom.
Always use the hall monitor or coordinator so you do not have to leave your group – if you have teen assistants, they are not supposed to go alone –
should be in three’s (preferably) or two’s.
We cannot administer any medication (Epi pens that are prescribed to the child- prescription information must be attached to Epipen-or benedryl with
parent’s signature and dosage in the event of an emergency are the exceptions to the rule) DUMC has a practice Epi pen and a AED – also give
locations of first aid – let us know if any room is running low on supplies.
Parents should let us know of allergies – Name badges will have allergies printed on them.
For safety: First alert alarms are located on outside doors in preschool classrooms and exterior gates of playground are chained.
If you have any transition – to puppet show or playground – count before you leave, as you travel and when you return.
Always be aware of signs of abuse and report them – bruises in places that a child wouldn’t normally get from a fall (arms/thigh) or soreness.

DUMC Wellness Policy
When should my child be kept home from the church nursery and/or Sunday School?
Any child with the following should be kept home from church:
A fever of 100° F or higher, or nausea, vomiting and/or diarrhea, or fever accompanied by other indicators, such as:
o Known exposure to communicable diseases (i.e. chicken pox),
o Extreme malaise (tiredness),
o Nausea, vomiting, and/or abdominal pain, or
o Symptoms of upper respiratory infection (i.e., coughing, sneezing, green or thick discharge from nose).
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that a child be without fever and diarrhea for a full 24 hours before returning to normal activities.
What about “pink eye”?
Conjunctivitis is the medical term for pink eye. Children should stay home if:
Eye(s) is/are severely red and somewhat swollen and there is a yellow discharge.
·Child excessively rubs the itching eye(s).
·Eye(s) is/are watering and sensitive to light.
Children may return to the classroom after 24 hours of treatment.
What if my child is on an antibiotic?
Children may return to the classroom 24 - 48 hours after beginning an antibiotic. Please check with your physician. We cannot administer any medication
at church!
We need to know if your child has allergies, including foods and the need for an epi-pen or asthma apparatus. Any snacks served are always peanut-free.
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Appendix

Youth Calendar

For more details, contact Brack Ballard or Allison Sample.
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We will be the body of Christ
in our community through
worship, education, fellowship, and service.
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